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              When our youth hear the word “Agriculture”, what are they associating it with? Somewhere

along the way – our kids have developed a mindset that to be a part of agriculture, you must be a

farmer. How do we change this and convince this generation that to be a part of agriculture, you are

shaping the future – with so many avenues to take along the way!

               As I have mentioned in a previous column, my passion for agriculture was cultivated at a

very young age. I would spend weekends on the farm with my uncle and grandparents, I was

showing pigs at the Missouri State Fair with my uncle before I was 4-H age, and I was there to watch

boars and gilts being photographed for our family’s annual production sale catalog at the age of

three. By the time I was eight years old, my mom had asked if I wanted to enroll in 4-H – as she

prefaced that with being able to show pigs (on my own), she had won my heart!

             I spent summers walking and washing pigs, and searching for the perfect boar to use for next

year’s litters. I spent fall and early winter months anticipating litters of piglets, and most of January

full of late nights in the farrowing barn. February, March and April were for picking out which pigs

would make the cut for county and state fair, as well as weaning, vaccinating, castrating. Growing

up on the family farm meant you were a part of every learning opportunity that presented itself in a

year’s time.

            Although I grew up in a rural community, very few of my classmates were interested in

agriculture. Many of their parents were directly connected to farming – cow/calf producers, row

crops, and even several with parents who owned a commercial hog barn. It completely baffled me

that these classmates could be so far removed from agriculture. When asked what their future plans

were, they answered with emphasis on the fact that they would not stick around our little town “just

to be a farmer”.

             In a blog post by Amie Alexander titled Next Generation 2018 – Engaging Youth in

Agriculture: Challenging the Purpose Generation. The post on The Chicago Council on Global

Affairs website inspired me to think a little deeper about why more of our youth do not pursue

education or careers in agriculture. 

             In her blog, Alexander states. “The world is now home to the largest youth population in

history, yet the world’s workforce is unprepared to provide meaningful employment to this rising

generation. ” She goes on to say that our growing youth population will be a contributor to

continued social disruption and conflict, if they are not redirected. Alexander believes that our

ability to get youth engaged in an ever evolving agricultural industry can transform up and coming

youth into individuals who can shape the future of our world by impacting everything from global

economic security to food security.

Meat the Future

Engaging Our Youth in Agriculture - 
It's About More than Being a Farmer

Written By: Jenilee Godsey 
Youth Agriculture Agent
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process “It’s certainly important for us to tell our stories, but it’s more important to listen to the

stories of others. Once we know what matters to young people, we show them the ways agriculture

provides a meaningful context for advancing their passions.”, says Alexander. 

            Alexander talks about her involvement in youth developing programs such FFA and how they

shaped her career objectives, as well as her love for agriculture. “We know increased  investments

into agricultural development propel society forward. Continued funding and investment into

programs that present agriculture as a meaningful career option for youth are critical. The National

FFA Organization was instrumental for me to see how an agricultural career was a mechanism to

grow my passion and purpose of global food security. In the ninth grade, I was competing in a

speaking contest and delivering a speech on gene editing technology. Ten years later, as a result of

an incredible internship opportunity with the United States Department of Agriculture, I was

attending a meeting with international regulators on the same topic. These programs matter, and

they deserve continued development and investment.”  

             And, I couldn’t agree more with her! Although my passion for agriculture was cultivated on

the farm – well before my school years… organizations such as 4-H, FFA and those I was involved in

in college only grew my passion. 

             So, how do we encourage our up and coming youth to invest into an education, a career, and

a passion in agriculture? Alexander believes  that in order to accomplish this, we must provide what

they are searching for. Today’s youth are purpose driven, and as Alexander says, “the most

entrepreneurial minded in history”. They are looking for ways to use their talents and passion

through a  meaningful economic opportunity. “To tap into this transformative talent, we don’t have

to convince youth to work in agriculture. We only need to help them see how agriculture is the  
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Jenilee Godsey is a Youth Agriculture Agent for the Twin Creeks Extension District which covers
Decatur, Graham, Norton and Sheridan counties. Email her at jenileem@ksu.edu or reach her by
telephone at the Graham County Office, (785) 421-3411. 

perfect context to apply their skills and passions to
advance global food security. By doing that, today’s
youth will empower a more sustainable world by
advancing global economic, social, political, and food
security.”, says Alexander. 
            As stated above, information in this article is
adapted from an internet blog post by Amie Alexander,
titled Next Generation 2018 –  Engaging Youth in
Agriculture: Challenging the Purpose Generation. 
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            “It’s no surprise to anyone who works in

agriculture that when trying to engage young people,

we are fighting a stigma about agricultural

employment" In her post, Alexander says that our

instinct is to communicate to youth the reasons in

which we are passionate about agriculture, about our

own interests. I agree with her thoughts on this – as I

see myself with an instinct to “show them from

experience” exactly how agriculture can shape your

life. With an “if you would just see it my way…” thought   

https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Jenilee.pdf
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Check out these pics from the 2021 Achievement Banquets
Decatur

GrahamNorton

Sheridan

(Double Click to Start Slideshow)



Did you know more than 25,000 women are decision-makers for their Kansas farms? And did you

know those decisions make an impact on over 14 million Kansas acres? More and more women are

having an impact in agriculture, both directly and indirectly. These decisions and women’s role on

the farm are ever-growing, with far-reaching effects. To support Kansas farmers and ranchers as we

move through this period of uncertainty in American agriculture, K-State Research and Extension

has created another Women in Agriculture series focused on risk management skills. 

"Women in Agriculture"

Roots & Chutes
Written By: Alyssa Rippe-May 
Interim District Director &
Livestock and Farm Management Agent

Determining costs of production

Utilizing crop insurance

Crop marketing plans

Government farm programs

Family communication

Mental health and stress 

PAGE 5

(continued on page 6)

This series, formulated after the popular Women in Agriculture series from two years ago, combines

classroom time with hands-on practice as we delve deep into the topics of:        

The workshop will be a 4-part series held on Wednesday

evenings at 5:30 beginning January 12th and ending

February 2nd. Each session will build upon the last, so

it’s important to try and attend all sessions. An optional 
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fifth session is set for February 23rd focusing on cow/calf risk management, marketing, and
cow/calf insurance options. 

 Robin Reid, a farm economist for Kansas State University’s Department of Agricultural Economics,
said the workshop title highlights the need for women to attend but it is open to all regardless of
gender.  As Robin states, “Over the years, many agricultural education efforts have been attended
by men (more than women).  We want to open this education to women so they can also have
these risk management skills that are important to all farms and ranches.”  

The first iteration of KSU’s Women in Agriculture series in 2020 hosted over 700 participants across
the state. At our Twin Creeks District Selden location, a participant stated after the program had
concluded “I have a much better understanding of key elements after this program. Getting out and
being with other women (not having to cook) and getting exposure to proper bookkeeping 

was the best." 

https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Alyssa.pdf
https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Alyssa.pdf
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To register, visit agmanager.info or call your local Twin Creeks District office.

Decatur 

785-475-8121

Graham

785-421-3411

Norton

785-877-5755

Sheridan

785-675-3268

We will again hold a local Twin Creeks District location, this time in Jennings at the Jennings
Senior Center. Registration cost for the meal and supplies is $50 if registered by December 31st. If
registering after that date, the cost is $75. The optional February 23rd date is an additional $10 if
you are already attending the rest of the program, and will be $15 as a stand-alone event. Be sure
to register early as the first 500 participants will receive a grain marketing handbook. 
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           Did you know……. According to a 2016 study by the National Institute of Health, the number
one fear for adult Americans is public speaking. Even more interesting, 75% of American adults
rank the fear of public speaking ahead of the fear of death, spiders and heights!
           

          The ability to speak in public could easily make the difference between success and failure in
life at home, work and in your community. Therefore, youth who have the ability to communicate
effectively with peers or an audience develops a stronger sense of self-worth. They find
empowerment in the ability to speak with confidence, poise and skill. Communication skills learned
at an early age prepare youth for opportunities offered to them as young adults.
          

           All 4-H programs recognize the value in providing youth the opportunity to develop and
master effective communication skills. Youth enrolled in a 4-H program have opportunities during
club meetings, presentation competitions, running for leadership positions, consultation judging
events and promoting the 4-H program in general.  Because of participation in these events and
activities, youth gain public speaking experience as well as topic research, goal setting,
organization of their thoughts and increased knowledge of their subject matter.

Communication: A Life Long Skill

PAGE 8

Written By: Patsy Maddy 
4-H Youth Development Agent

Chasing Clovers

desirable qualities sought by employers is  effective communication skills. The wealth of benefits
gained by youth who participate in programs that emphasize public speaking skills transfer to all
areas of life – communication skills, independence, self-esteem, critical thinking and organizational
skills and confidence. With these experiences and skills, youth can have a positive impact on the
world around them in whatever situation they may find themselves.
          February and March will find our 4-H youth preparing public speaking presentations for local 
 “Club Day” events. “Club Day” is an event held for youth enrolled in our 4-H programs offering
opportunities to present a project talk, demonstration, illustrated talk, reading, public speaking, job
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Public speaking programs have also shown
additional youth benefits according to recent studies
by North Carolina State University and the Statesman
Debate Institute. These benefits include improved
academic performance, increased listening skills,
courage to voice opinions and influence others for
good, empowerment to overcome fear and stronger
preparation for the future. 

Looking into the future for youth, one of the most 

(continued on page 9)
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         interview, extemporaneous speech, music, talent, and group presentations. Judges evaluate
these presentations giving written and oral feedback. Top presentations in each category and age
division have an opportunity to participate at the District level competing against youth in all four
counties. 
These Club Day events welcome community members to attend and watch as our 4-H members
highlight their projects and public speaking and presentation abilities. Mark your calendars for
March 4th in Graham County, March 27th in Norton County, March 28th in Sheridan County and
TBD for Decatur County. Watch our Facebook pages and local newspapers for more detailed
information closer to the events.
           Some information in this article was adapted from a North Carolina Cooperative Extension
information article on Public Speaking. 
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(continued from page 8) 

Donations  can be made through the 
Kansas Livestock Association 

 For other resources visit the
Kansas Department of Agriculture 

https://agriculture.ks.gov/news-events/kansas-wildgire-recovery-resources-december-2021
https://www.kla.org/affiliates/kansas-livestock-foundation/donations
https://www.kla.org/affiliates/kansas-livestock-foundation/donations
https://www.agriculture.ks.gov/news-events/kansas-wildfire-recovery-resources-december-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.agriculture.ks.gov/news-events/kansas-wildfire-recovery-resources-december-2021?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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http://bit.ly/2022KSUFertilityMeetings


Dining with Diabetes classes will be offered on Wednesday, January 5, Wednesday, January 12,

Wednesday, January 19 and Wednesday, January 26 from Noon. to 1:00 p.m. at the 4-H Building in Hoxie.

The program will be led by Lisa Stoll, Hoxie Medical Clinic Community Education RN and Karen Shepard,

Twin Creeks Extension District, Family and Consumer Science Agent. 

 

Did you know about 1 in 10 Kansans have been diagnosed with diabetes? This number is growing at an

alarming rate, not just in Kansas, but across the US. Medical costs associated with diabetes total over $250

billion each year, a number which continues to grow as well.

90-95% of adults diagnosed with diabetes are Type 2, which has risk factors that can be modified to

decrease the likelihood of it occurring or delay its onset. Risk factors for diabetes include increasing age,

being overweight or obese, physical inactivity, high blood pressure, high blood cholesterol, smoking,

family history, and race/ethnicity. 

 

Eating & Aging Well
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Submitted By: Karen Shepard
Family Consumer Science Agent

Dining with Diabetes Classes are being Offered

Dining with Diabetes is a 4-week hands-on
program that will feature information on
diabetes and prediabetes management;
planning healthy and balanced meals; food
demonstration with taste testing's; goal setting;

and lifestyle changes that can decrease the
likelihood of diabetes and its complications
from happening to you. Participants of this
program may be diabetic, concerned about
what they can do to decrease risk of diabetes
or may just be looking for information on
healthy living habits. 

For more information and or register for these classes, please contact Karen at the Twin Creeks
Extension Office at 785-421-3411 or kshepard@ksu.edu. A grant from BlueCross BlueShield of
Kansas will be covering all costs for these classes so registration is free!
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https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Karen.pdf
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k-state.edu/diningwithdiabetes

kshepard@ksu.edu

http://k-state.edu/diningwithdiabetes
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Walk with Ease Program to start in January 2022 
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Intended as a six-week program, Walk with Ease is a national program developed by the Arthritis
Foundation to encourage Americans to keep active and to improve overall health.

It is for those specifically with arthritis or who have issues with pain, walking is a way to help
manage the pain; but it’s also a program that can be applicable to anybody who just wants to be
more active, particularly those who have been more sedentary.

Health information.
Stretching & Strengthening  

 exercises.
Motivational tips and tools.

This program will be held at
the Graham County Hospital
Wellness Center, starting on
Tuesday, January 11, 2022,
from 9:00-10:00 a.m.

Walk with Ease is designed
as a six-week program that
can be adapted to the needs
and abilities of participants
because they can make their
own walking plan, tailor
exercises and walking times
to their needs, and go at their
own pace.

Over six weeks, participants
will work up to walking at
least three times a week. The
idea is to start at a reasonable
amount of time and at a
reasonable pace so that they
build up to 30 minutes or
more of walking each day
you walk.

In addition to encourage
walking, the Walk with Ease
program provides three other
components:

For more information and to enroll in this program, please contact Karen Shepard, at the Twin
Creeks Extension District- Graham office at 785-421-3411. 

Karen Shepard

https://www.arthritis.org/ways-to-give/dm-match?utm_content=brand&gclid=cjwkcaiatouobha6eiwa2nlkh9biie7opcia__k2dvd5mi2iyqzxme2ol74h6mahmvav0r5wpndjwroc0kcqavd_bwe
mailto:kshepard@ksu.edu
mailto:kshepard@ksu.edu


One of the most popular K-State Extension publications is here! The 2022 Chemical Weed Control

Guide is now available, download a copy from our bookstore or stop by one of our locations for a

hard copy. Hard copies will be shipped soon to area offices. 

Written By: Keith VanSkike
Agronomy, Natural Resources,
& Entomology Agent 

PAGE 14

Views With Van

K-State 2022 Chemical Weed Control Guides Now Available
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To control weeds effectively, select control methods carefully
and use them properly. Chemicals, tillage, crop competition,
cropping rotation, mowing, and fire are alternative weed
control methods that may be used alone or in combination.
Available time, labor, equipment, and other costs as well as
types of weeds and areas infested need to be considered
when planning a weed control program.

To increase efficiency of crop production, use weed control
practices in conjunction with other crop and soil management
practices such as planting high-quality seed, planting at the
optimum rate and date, and maintaining optimum soil fertility.

When opening the online Adobe PDF version, there are
clickable bookmarks that will guide you to the first page of
every section.

https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Keith.pdf
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/CHEMWEEDGUIDE.pdf
https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/contact-us/staff-biographies/Keith.pdf
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https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/fcs/home-family/energy-and-
housing/free-radon-kits/index.html
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Dec 24 - Jan 2:
January 3
January 6:
January 6:
January 10:
January 10:
January 11:               
January 12:
January 17: 
January 17:
February 7:
February 11-13:
February 13:
February 17:
February 20:
February 21:
February 21:
February 23:

All Twin Creeks District Office Closed for KSU Holiday Leave

Norton & Sheridan County Offices Closed

TCD New 4-H Family Orientation - ZOOM/In-Person

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) Training - Grainfield

Registration Deadline for TCD Kansas Youth Agriculture Experience

Sheridan County 4-H Council Meeting

TCD New 4-H Family Orientation - ZOOM/In-Person

Norton County 4-H Council Meeting

Decatur County 4-H Council Meeting

Graham County 4-H Livestock Committee & 4-H Council Meetings

TCD 4-H Club Leader Orientation - ZOOM/In-Person

TCD Kansas Youth Ag Experience - NW Kansas Trip

Sheridan County Large Animal Weigh-In

Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) Training - Grainfield

Graham County Large Animal Weigh-In

Decatur County 4-H Council Meeting

Sheridan County 4-H Council Meeting

Graham County Large Animal Weigh-In

Statewide Dates & Deadlines
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County Dates & Deadlines

Note: Youth events are open to ALL youth (with Extension agent approval for youth not currently enrolled in
the 4-H program). If you have a youth that is interested in an event please contact Patsy Maddy, Twin Creeks
Extension District 4-H Youth Development Agent pmaddy@ksu.edu.

Go to the Twin Creeks District website at https://tinyurl.com/qukdd97 for a complete listing of
all activities and events at the local, district, area and state levels.

January 9:
January 14:
January 23:
January 28-30:
January 30:
February 1:
February 4-5:
February 20-21:
March 1:

Registration Deadline for KS 4-H Horse Panorama

Registration Deadline for KS 4-H Ambassador Training

4-H Day with the Wildcat Women Game - Manhattan

KS 4-H Horse Panorama - Rock Springs Ranch

Beef Across Kansas Zoom: "Ready for the Ring"

Registration Deadline for KS 4-H Citizenship in Action (CIA) 

KS 4-H Ambassador Training - Rock Springs Ranch  

KS 4-H Citizenship in Action (CIA) - Topeka

KS 4-H Scholarship Deadline

mailto:pmaddy@ksu.edu
https://tinyurl.com/qukdd97
https://tinyurl.com/qukdd97
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https://commerce.cashnet.com/cashneti/selfserve/BrowseCatalog.aspx?CNAME=ASIND-10++++
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Ag & Natural Resources
Soil Fertility Management Meeting - January 12, 2022 at the Sheridan County 4-H Building

Cover Your Acres - January 18 & 19, 2022 at the Gateway Civic Center, Oberlin

Winning the Game, Crop Marketing - February 2, 2022 at the Golden Age Center, Oberlin

Weed Management Meeting - February 16, 2022, 9-Noon, at the Graham County 4-H Building

Youth Agriculture
Beef Across Kansas (“Ready for the Ring”) - January 30, 2022 , via Zoom

HOSTA (Hazardous Occupational Safety Training In Agriculture for Youth) - April 30, 2022, Hill City

Livestock Showmanship Clinic (Beef, Goats, Sheep, Swine) - June 4 , 2022, Norton

 

To stay current on upcoming program dates, registration info, etc. follow us on Facebook

and/or check our Twin Creeks District Website!

Dining with Diabetes - 6 week program starts January 5, 2022 in Hoxie

Walk with Ease - 6 week program starts January 11, 2022 in Hill City

Family & Consumer Science

https://www.facebook.com/TwinCreeksExtensionDistrict
https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/
https://www.twincreeks.k-state.edu/
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