
 “Citizenship In Action” – or more commonly known as “CIA” in 4-H lingo. Over 300 Junior and Senior High youth 

converged at the Topeka Capitol at the beginning of the week with a conference theme to “Treasure Your Citizenship”. The purpose 

of this impactful conference is to learn how the state legislative process works and how someone’s voice and participation in decision-

making can make a difference in their local communities. 

 Austin Cramer, Trego County 4-Her indicated, “I enjoyed going to this event for my first year. It was a great opportunity to 

learn more about our legislature in Kansas, debate with fellow 4-Hers, and catch up with some friends across the state. I look forward 

to going to this event next year.” 

 The ability to have an influence in laws and rules that affect your everyday life became apparent as youth were given three 

topics in which to create a bill. Senator or Representative positions were appointed to each participant as they broke up into groups to 

research and write their bill. Hot topics for this year’s conference were:  regulation of wireless devices in construction and school 

zones, regulation of gun control on college/university campuses, and regulation of GMO labeling. After much discussion among each 

of the groups, language was agreed upon and written into their bill that would be presented in the Senate and House chambers at the 

Topeka Capitol building. 

 Molly Foote, Sheridan County youth conveyed, “I had an extraordinary time at Citizenship In Action. I got to be a part of 

creating a legislative bill and presenting our case in the House of Representatives. My peers and I also got to meet new people and 

reconnect with friends from last year. It was a great time and I cannot wait to go next year!” 

 Youth participants were expected to follow the rules and guidelines of our Senators and Representatives, dressing in business 

attire during their stay in Topeka. A formal dinner was attended in the Sunflower Ballroom of the Topeka Capitol Plaza Hotel with 

invitations extended to our local legislators. CIA participants from Norton, Decatur, Sheridan and Trego counties extended invitations 

to Senator Rick Billinger and Representatives Ken Rahjes, Adam Smith and Don Hineman to join them for the meal. Our youth had an 

opportunity to visit with their legislators to get a better understanding of day-to-day responsibilities while in Topeka in representing 

northwest Kansas. 

 Sam Bretz, Sheridan County 4-Her said “I enjoyed attending for my second year. Dinner was really good. My favorite part 

was going on the Senate floor and meeting with my Senator and Representative.” 

 The CIA delegation were encouraged and challenged during an address from Kansas Farm Bureau CEO and General 

Counsel, Terry Holdren. He encouraged our youth stating that “Our duty is to take active participation in making decisions”. Mr. 

Holdren also indicated that it usually only takes five individuals to contact legislators to convince them to change their decision when 

voting on bills. “You need to be among the five individuals that make law makers change their decision.” 

 Erin Rose May, Decatur County 4-Her communicated, “I had a great time at Citizenship In Action. I enjoyed the speeches 

presented and meeting with Senator Rick Billinger and Representatives Adam Smith, Ken Rahjes and Don Hineman. I got to 

reconnect with old friends and I made new friends. I look forward to next year.” 

 Each youth ‘senator’ and ‘representative’ had an opportunity to sit at desks in the Senate and House chambers to defend their 

proposed bill. Some bills passed and some were defeated as youth addressed their respective bodies voicing their opinions in an effort 

to make a difference in the decision-making process. 

 Isabelle Schemper, Norton County 4-Her stated, “I really enjoyed going to this event. Getting to go to the House of 

Representatives and doing a mock legislative session to pass the bills we had written earlier that day was by far my favorite part. I 

look forward to going again next year.” 

 Monday was reserved for youth to tour the Capitol building and personally meet with their Senators and Representatives in 

their offices. Our northwest Kansas group enjoyed a personal invitation to lunch with Senator Billinger in a conference room at the 

Topeka Capitol. CIA delegates were able to ask questions and understand the impact that these elected officials have in representing 

the voice of constituents in the counties that they serve. 

 Hayley Jacobs, Sheridan County 4-Her expressed, “I enjoyed going to this event. Getting to see how the House works was 

really cool. Making our own bills was cool, too. I enjoyed going on the dome tour. I look forward to coming next year.” 

 Citizenship In Action delegates were also given an opportunity to extend and practice their citizenship by participating in a 

service project for the Topeka Rescue Mission. The H.U.G.S. project found youth donating new Hats, Gloves, Underwear, and Socks 

to this organization that is dedicated to helping homeless men, women and families. 

 Contact your local Twin Creeks Extension District office in Norton, Decatur or Sheridan counties to take advantage of the 

benefits of participating as a 4-H member that stresses positive youth development. #TrueLeaders; #4-HGrowsHere. 
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