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Lighting the Mood ________ BAwgrom

Pictures create moods and communicate feelings. P
Strong sunlight produces hard, bright contrasting | O
highlights. Clouds and shade produce diffused light |
with soft shadows. You can use hard light and soft light |

fo communicate feelings.

Many things determine what makes a great
photo. You have learned that the colors,
shadows, and textures in your photo depend
on the kind of light you have—whether it is
hard or soft. The quality of light in a scene can
also affect how the viewer feels about your
photograph. Lighting and mood can be just as
important as technical aspects.

How do photographers use light quality to
suggest mood? There are many ways. For
example, a cloudy, foggy day can show a
dreary mood much better than a bright sunny
one. Midday sunshine can create q lively
mood for sports and outdoor action photos.
The long shadows and warm colors created
by a setting sun can suggest a mellow or sad

Lighting

Photo by Doyle Gates, 4-H Photo Volunteer

 — S ——— mood.
The soft light and warm cofor from Don't let bad weather keep you from going
| the sunset create a cadm and outside and taking pictures. Get in the habit of
| penceful mood. making the most of whatever kind of weather

you have—it can help you create the mood
you want. Some of the most famous photos

ever shot were taken when the weather was
less than perfect!
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